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What was done?

An existing office and clinical room were
reconfigured to develop a dedicated en-
suite facility suitable for use for women
experiencing miscarriage or who are
receiving end of life: Seomra Ciuin. The

space is approximately 25m2. Architectural

support from the Irish Hospice Foundation
Design & Dignity programme ensured that
the room was exemplar in finish. Artwork
was designed uniquely for the room with
the assistance of the Arts Director.

What prompted this
development?

St Monica’s Ward provides care for early
pregnancy and gynaecological oncology
patients. Staff identified the need for a
dedicated room for both women
experiencing early pregnancy loss and
those with terminal illness. This was also
identified from service user feedback, with
women telling us how difficult it was for
them being accommodated in multi-
occupancy rooms and sharing bathroom
facilities.

Tea and coffee making facilities

Commissioned artwork

What does this space achieve?

This space was developed following the Savita
Halappanavar review and the HIQA report on
October 8th 2013, and a recommendation under
“Effective care” which stated: “The Hospital Group
should continually review the arrangements to
ensure that patients are cared for in a suitable
environment that facilitates the delivery of effective
and safe care to patients”.

Prior to the development of Seomra Ciuin there was
no en-suite room on St Monica’s Ward. The room is
a fully equipped clinical space but the design
ensures that it is physically and aesthetically
comforting for both patients and their families. It
has en-suite shower/bathroom facilities with a
tea/coffee station.

The room has a reclining chair to facilitate overnight
stays for partners/family members. The interior
design was undertaken to ensure privacy and
dignity. Situated at the end of St Monica’'s Ward, it is
a quiet area, and is adjacent to the Early Pregnancy
Assessment Unit.



Who was involved?

Established in Galway University Hospital in 2013, the Perinatal Bereavement Working Group is a
multidisciplinary group in the maternity unit that look at issues around bereavement in the unit. The need for
this quiet, private space for women experiencing early pregnancy loss was identified, and a group consisting
of the members below was formed to advance this project: Annemarie Grealish, Project Lead and CMM I;
Jane Whiriskey, Assistant Director of Midwifery; Anne McKeown, Bereavement Liaison Officer; John Forde,
Maintenance Manager. The project had the full support and buy in from: Patients/Service Users; Staff in the
Department; Hospital End of Life Committee; Perinatal Bereavement Working Group; Clinical Director of the
Women and Children’s Directorate; Arts Co-Ordinator; Senior Management.

Feedback received

Staff were delighted with the space stating that it provided both
privacy and dignity to service users. The room is aesthetically
comfortable, while meeting infection control requirements.
Service user feedback has been positive with comments about
the quietness and comfort of the room. Families have valued
being able to have “space” while being together at such a
sensitive time in their lives. Since the commencement of the
termination of pregnancy service, Seomra Ciuin has also
provided a suitable area for women availing of this service.

Learning from this project

When we originally submitted our application we were looking at
a much lower specification. With the support of the Design &
Dignity grant we were able to develop a far superior space. We
would recommend architectural support, but none of this would
have been possible without the support of both our Estates
Department and Senior Hospital Management whom we
engaged with from a very early stage.

Comfortable and washable seating -
high standards of fittings and fixtures

Project funding

Irish Hospice Foundation Design and Dignity Grant (75%),
supported by Galway University Hospital (25%).
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